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Montessori Today: A Comprehensive
Approach To Education From Birth
To Adulthood

Paula Lillard, director of a Montessori school ranging in age from 18 months to fifteen years,
provides a clear and cogent introduction to the Montessori program for the elementary and later
years. In detailed accounts, Lillard shows how children acquire the skills to answer their own
questions, learn to manage freedom with responsibility, and maintain a high level of intellectual
stimulation by using the Montessori method. This is an essential handbook for parents and teachers
who have chosen the Montessori alternative for the older child.
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Three years ago - I was scrambling for alternatives to public schools and I NEEDED to know what a
Montessori shool was all about. I read Maria Montessori's book and that explained her goals and
her methods in a highly abstract manner - it left me at a loss of how a Montessori class was
conducted, how it operated day-to-day. In other words, I understood the theory, but I could not
visualize the application.This book explained the practical application should look like - ie:1. what a
Montessori class should look like when you're observing.2. What/How your child will be guided on a
day-to-day basis.3. How to track his or her progress in the absence of a report card, etc.

I must respectfully but vehemently disagree with "A Reader" who said that this book was inaccurate.
I am a Montessori directress with a diploma from the Association Montessori Internationale - the
international organization founded by Dr. Montessori - and a Masters in Montessori Education from
Loyola College in Baltimore. In fact, my trainer was trained by Dr. Montessori herself. I have ten

years' experience teaching in Montessori primary classrooms. I have found all of Ms. Lillard's books
to be quite accurate. She does an excellent job of taking the great volumes written by Dr.
Montessori and distilling them down to the points that are important for parents to understand. She
presents things in very straightforward terms. For those of us who have devoted our lives to
studying Montessori principles in depth, some of the points may seem to be "oversimplified" but they
are most certainly not innacurate. These books are meant to be a resource for parents, not for
Montessorians in training. I recommend her books over and over for parents who want to learn more
about Montessori education.

This book was extremely informative on what you should expect from your montessori school for
your children over age 6 (it also described before age 6 but there are many books on the 3-6 age
group for Montessori). I have found it very difficult(until this book) to find out what the montessori
education has to offer over traditional education after age six. Boy was I blown over at the difference
between the Montessori theory/practice over the traditional form of schooling. It seems almost cruel
to ever put your child in traditional public schools that still teach children to take a submissive role. I
urge everyone to please read this book. Learn about the Five Major Lessons and the
positive,cooperative, interactive approach to education/life.

Montessori Today is one of the best books I have read regarding how a Montessori elementary
school educates its students. It answers alot of questions regarding the content of the elementary
program and how it works. It gives parents who are considering or who have children in the
elementary Montessori school a very good synopsis of what is covered. I feel that Paula Lillard has
a special gift in being able to write a book that is so easy to understand. It makes you want the very
best for your child or children and it gives parents a wonderful tool to use to help them evaluate and
improve their child's education. It is also extremely helpful, I think, for the Montessori educator. It
gives a clear overview of the elementary program and can help them better inform their student's
parents about the Montessori program. Overall, I feel that it was a well-timed and well written book.
It is very much needed

This book was extremely informative on what you should expect from your montessori school for
your children over age 6 (it also described before age 6 but there are many books on the 3-6 age
group for Montessori). I have found it very difficult(until this book) to find out what the montessori
education has to offer over traditional education after age six. Boy was I blown over at the difference

between the Montessori theory/practice over the traditional form of schooling. It seems almost cruel
to ever put your child in traditional public schools that still teach children to take a submissive role. I
urge everyone to please read this book. Learn about the Five Major Lessons and the
positive,cooperative, interactive approach to education/life.

As a "graduate" of a Montessori school, I am a life-long fan of the approach and the woman behind
it. When life circumstances prevented me from attending training to become a Montessori teacher, I
lost touch with my Montessori passion as my education career sent me in different directions. After
15 years, however, my 1st-grade son was struggling with ADHD and dyslexia and our public school
was not at all supportive. I suddenly realized that he belonged in a Montessori school.But, how
could I convince my husband that Montessori was our best option? How could he convince his
mother (a retired teacher) that this was our best option?I turned to this book. It perfectly explained
everything we all needed to know about Montessori's history, philosophy, and concrete approach to
educating children. I spent a lot of time studying Maria Montessori's work in college and this book
serves as an excellent and even detailed summary of Maria Montessori's vast collection of writings,
research, and curriculum development. It's the perfect book to help anyone get up to speed on
Montessori quickly.The best testimonial I can give... it's been two years since we moved my son to a
Montessori school and there hasn't been one objection from my mother-in-law! ;)
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