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The Long Way Home

The story of how a Pan American Airways B-314 flying boat, caught in the South Pacific, made an
unplanned flight around the world following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7,
1941. Flying in total secrecy and radio blackout, Captain Ford and his 10 man crew flew over 31,500
miles in six weeks, avoiding enemy action in their effort to return safely to the United States. An
astounding feat in 1941!

Paperback: 172 pages
Publisher: Ed Dover; Revised edition (November 22, 2010)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 061521472X
ISBN-13: 978-0615214726
Product Dimensions: 6 x 0.4 x 9 inches
Shipping Weight: 1.1 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)
Average Customer Review: 4.4 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (84 customer reviews)
Best Sellers Rank: #343,461 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #220 inÂ Books > Engineering &
Transportation > Transportation > Aviation > History #850 inÂ Books > Engineering &
Transportation > Transportation > History

This book is a good addition to the library of any serious student of Pan Am's great history. In these
days of mass production, we don't think of one aircraft as a national asset. But the owners and
operators of this one did, and rightly so. Only 12 B-314 flying boats were built and they played a
critical support role in all theaters of WWII. This author has a clear and direct style. The description
of the difficult take-off from the Congo River put you right on the flight deck. This book would
actually make a good movie. As you read this account, you cannot help but think of what present
day air travellers owe these pioneers. And, you also will have one more reason to say thanks to the
WWII generation.

I have always been a big fan of the Boeing B-314 and of Pan Am. When I heard a book about the
big airliners ordeal at the dawn of World War II, I immediately picked up a copy. I'm glad I did.A
quick synopsis: The Pan-Am airliner Pacific Clipper was enroute to New Zealand from San
Francisco at the exact moment the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. In an effort to save the aircraft

and crew, the decision was made to fly the plane from New Zealand to New York the long way via
India, Africa and South America; something that this type of aircraft had never done before.Mr.
Dover did a tremendous job of research for this book and it shows. "The Long Way Home" touches
on the well-known details as well as the personal stories that made up this incredible adventure.
Although I had read brief articles about the clipper's around-the-world flight before, I found many
fascinating nuggets of new information. The spotting of a Japanese submarine in the Indian Ocean
is just one example.The only things that keep this book from being a five are some glaring spelling
errors and Mr. Dover's occaisionally flat narration.A fascinating read that is just begging for a movie
to made from it.

If you are interested in historical events during the World War II era, or if you are a fan of the Boeing
B-314, or the Pan Am Clippers in general, you will enjoy this book. It is obvious that Mr. Dover has
done a great deal of research (including interviews with actual participants) in order to present an
accurate, detailed account. What this book lacks in sparkling dialogue, it more than makes up for
with interesting details. As a former Pan Am B-314 crew member, Mr. Dover is in a unique position
to relate this tale with historical accuracy. I am glad he took on this project, and invested the time
and effort necessary to research and record this account for future generations.

I bought the third edition of this book directly from the author himself via - it was seven days from
placing the order to receiving the book. Very impressive shipping time USA to Australia!!I devoured
the book in two sittings! It has one of the most beautiful covers I have ever seen on a book, and the
content is succinct, informative, and fairly well written. While you know the outcome (as the story
has been covered in much briefer form before), the fun is getting there - and finding out all the little
details that weren't available before.My only minor criticism would be that the editing could have
been slightly better. At one point, a crew members wife is mentioned by name and it wasn't when
she was introduced - that was a bit jarring. There are a couple of little things like that!I'd recommend
this book to anyone interested in Pan Am, the great flying boats, airline history, or someone just
after a good tale!

I bought this for my brother who is an airline pilot, but read it myself in a single night. This is a
"documentary" true story, but it reads like the best adventure thriller and should be made into a
movie. Heroism, the kind of quiet bravery so common in wartime, and a fun look at cultures and
bygone times around the world, the author knows how to bring color to history and share details that

matter while not letting mere reportage get in the way of a "ripping yarn" of a story. Aviation buffs,
WWII history lovers, and even people who enjoy tales of travel in a bygone age of luxury will
especially enjoy the book.IMPORTANT NOTE: While the price is more or less the same from all
vendors on Yahoo, the AUTHOR HIMSELF offers the book with the latest revisions AND will
autograph it for you---turning a great read into a sure-fire collector's item for the same price. He's
also an interesting guy who I had some follow-up email with re. the books' details. Thanks!

I found this book to be very engrossing and well-done in capturing the flavor of the life and times of
the early 1940s. I had the opportunity to communicate with the author by e-mail and found him to be
very personable and enthusiastic on the subject of aviation. He impressed me with his period
knowledge of flying and airplanes.

I came across this book while searching for material about the PanAm Flying Boats. It's a very well
researched piece that is written in, for the lack of a better term, a unique style. The author begins by
introducing the crew and setting the stage for their incredible (if not impossible) journey back to the
states taking the LONG WAY AROUND after the Dec 7, 1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
The saga begins in Aukland, New Zealand after the clipper completed its regularly scheduled flight
from San Francisco.The reader settles in to what he or she thinks is going to be a typical 3rd
Person, Past tense expository and when the reader gets used to reading this style, Mr Dover literally
jumps into a 1st person, present tense style. When I read the first couple of pages of the shift, I was
skeptical at first and thought I had purchased a pig in a poke, but after half a chapter, got sucked
right into the cockpit, cabin, and places the crew took that flying boat back to New York City with
virtually no support or finances on the journey except for what they could beg, borrow, or steal!I
couldn't seem to put the book down and told anyone who would listen about Capt Ford and his
crew. It's a wonderful read that I would hope that whoever is reading this review would consider
giving it a go. If you can get by Mr. Dover's flowery words, you won't be sorry!

Feng Shui: Wellness and Peace- Interior Design, Home Decorating and Home Design (peace,
home design, feng shui, home, design, home decor, prosperity) Home Security: Top 10 Home
Security Strategies to Protect Your House and Family Against Criminals and Break-ins (home
security monitor, home security system diy, secure home network) Gardening: Air-Cleaning House
Plants to Purify Your Home - DIY Home, Home Gardening & Indoor Gardening (Healthy Home,
Gardening for Beginners, Container ... Hacks, Healthier You, Outdoor Gardening) The Long Way

Home The Long Way Home: A Chief Inspector Gamache Novel (A Chief Inspector Gamache
Mystery Book 10) Let's Take the Long Way Home: A Memoir of Friendship The Long Way Home
(The Homelanders) Home Defense: The Ultimate Prepper's Guide to Turn Your Home into a
Disaster-Proof Fortress (Long-Term Survival) In the Land of the Long White Cloud (In the Land of
the Long White Cloud saga Book 1) Lean for Long-Term Care and Aging Services: Lean for
Long-Term Care and Aging Services Critical Thinking in Long-Term Care Nursing: Skills to Assess,
Analyze and Act (Cohen, Critical Thinking in Long-Term Care Nursing: Skills t) Long Range
Shooting Handbook: Complete Beginner's Guide to Long Range Shooting Home Based Business
Escape Plan: How To Make $10,000 Per Month With Your Own Part-Time, Online Lifestyle
Business: Home Based Business Ideas (Home Based Business Opportunities) Essential Guide to
Samsung SmartThings Smart Home Automation System: A Practical Guide to on How to Use
SmartThings Home Automation in Your Everyday Life. ... Home Automation Essential Guides Book
6) Apple's Homekit Smart Home Automation System Handbook: Discover How to Build Your Own
Smart Home Using Apple's New HomeKit System (Smart Home Automation Essential Guides Book
7) Build a Survival Safe Home: Over 40 Helpful Tips on How to Construct a Protected Shelter and
Defend Yourself and your Family from Natural Catastrophes ... a Survival Safe Home Books,
survival home) Run Patty Run: The Story of a Very Special Long-Distance Runner Who Lights the
Way for Others Un largo camino/ A Long Way Gone: Memorias De Un Nino Soldado/ Memoirs of a
Boy Soldier (Spanish Edition) SEX: 40 BOOK BUNDLE: HUGE LONG AND ALL WRONG (XXX
FILTHY ROMANCE, ROUGH EROTICA, INTERRACIAL): WAY TOO BIG The Long Shorter Way:
Discourses on Chassidic Thought

