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Paladin is now offering the most up-to-date version in print of the famed U.S. Army Ranger

Handbook. This manual draws from bloody lessons learned from two centuries of special operations

combat. Crammed with info on demolitions, booby traps, communications, patrolling, tactical

movement, battle drills, combat intelligence and much more.
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I went to Ranger School in 1973. After that the SF Q course. This book, so everyone knows, is small

because it was not meant to be read in an armchair and sit in a library. It is the book that fits as the

sole field reference book for a Ranger or Infantryman in general, in his BDU pocket. It is pocket

sized for that reason only. Real Rangers and Infantrmen who would carry it to the field would put it

inside a ziplock baggy to keep it dry and clean and stuff it in his rucksack or pocket and consider it a

luxury item! I have about 6 or 7 editions/versions of this over my 30 year career. The book is printed

by the print shop at Fort Benning, Georgia, and each Ranger school student gets a copy, and you

can pick up a copy for free at the Fort Benning post publications center. You can also buy copies off

base for a premium. The print of the Fort Benning issue copies is of course small, but very readable.

And they are stapled together. Anything else is probably some publisher taking a copy, photocoping

or camera copying the handbook, putting the resolutions in a computer, and printing their own

version. The originals are printed under the USAIS (U.S. Army Infantry School) of which the U.S.

Army Ranger School is a part of. This is a book that every member of the 75th Ranger Regiment



)(the unit involved when someone says Army Rangers did this or that...). Going to Ranger school is

not the same thing as being in the 75th Ranger Regiment, though nearly all members of the 75th

RgrRegt have been to Ranger School, or will go as soon as they get a school slot. In the 75th all

leaders of any rank have been to Ranger School. Only some of the newest privates who have

volunteered to go, but not yet had a school slot have not been.

This is a great document. The editors distilled an incredible amount of information about being not

only an infantryman, but an elite infantryman into a book about the same size as a copy of Reader's

Digest.And it begins well, with Major Robert Rogers's original admonitions to his troopers ("Standing

Orders, Rogers' Rangers") when they were fighting in the French and Indian War.To quote from the

editors' notes:"Ranger techniques and methods were an inherent characteristics of the frontiersmen

in the colonies, but Major Rogers was the first to capitalize on them and organize them into a

permanently organized fighting force. His "Standing Orders" were written in the year 1759. Even

though they were over 200 years old, they apply just as well to Ranger operations conducted on

today's battlefield."And the Standing Orders themselves:"1. Don't forget nothing.2. Have your

musket clean as a whistle, hatched scoured, sixty rounds powder and ball, and be ready to march at

a minute's warning.3. When you're on the march, act the way you would if you were sneaking up on

a deer. See the enemy first.4. Tell the truth about what you see and what you do. There is an Army

depending on us for correct information. You can lie all you please when you tell other folks about

the Rangers, but don't never lie to a Ranger or officer.... "and so on, for a total of 19 standing

orders.The rest of the book (the part Major Rogers DIDN'T write) is more grammatical, but no less

down-to-earth, mostly.
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