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The Enemy (Jack Reacher)

Jack Reacher. Hero. Loner. Soldier. Soldierâ€™s son. An elite military cop, he was one of the
armyâ€™s brightest stars. But in every copâ€™s life there is one case that changes everything. For
Jack Reacher, this is that case. New Yearâ€™s Day, 1990. In a North Carolina motel, a two-star
general is found dead. His briefcase is missing. Nobody knows what was in it. Within minutes
Reacher has his orders: Control the situation. Within hours the generalâ€™s wife is murdered. Then
the dominoes really start to fall.Somewhere inside the vast worldwide fortress that is the U.S. Army,
Reacher is being set up as a fall guy with the worst enemies a man can have. But Reacher wonâ€™t
quit. Heâ€™s fighting a new kind of warâ€“against an enemy he didnâ€™t know he had. And against
a conspiracy more chilling, ingenious, and treacherous than anyone could have guessed.
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In the taut, staccato style reminiscent of Raymond Chandler or John D. MacDonald, Lee Child
presents his eighth Jack Reacher novel, a police procedural with a difference: Reacher is an MP, an
army Major at Fort Bird, North Carolina, obedient to a different set of rules and objectives. Recently
transferred from Panama to be MP Executive Officer, Reacher must immediately investigate the
death of a two-star general who has died in a seedy, nearby motel, presumably with a prostitute. His
briefcase, containing the agenda for a top-secret conference in California, has disappeared, and
when Reacher and his aide, Lt. Summer, go to break the news to the general's wife, they find her

dead, too, bludgeoned to death with a crowbar within hours of the general's death.With almost
military precision, dramatic complications unfold, and Reacher soon finds himself facing two new
deaths, one of which is a gruesome butchering which takes place on the base. Ordered by
superiors to cover up the murder by calling it a "training accident," Reacher and his aide investigate
surreptitiously, soon discovering that his MP XO counterparts at twenty more bases throughout the
world have also been newly appointed to their positions, all of them on or around December 29.
Obvious questions arise about who is pulling the strings, who has the power to transfer so many
MPs to new posts, and why someone would want to do so.Child is a meticulous writer whose plot
follows a strict chronological order and moves at a breath-taking pace, with one dramatic scene
following hard on the heels of another. Reacher and his aide Summer are not fully developed
characters, but they do not need to be as they struggle to learn who is controlling the grisly chess
game which has resulted in four deaths.

Lee Child writes books the way Miles Davis played music. Every composition contains recognizable
elements, and yet every composition is completely different.In a Lee Child composition, some of the
recognizable elements are: clean, elegant prose; a tight plot; abundant twists and turns; and more
than one heart stopping surprise. An added element in "The Enemy" is that this book not only stops
the heart, but tugs at the heartstrings.The eighth Jack Reacher novel, "The Enemy" takes place in
1990, as the Berlin Wall is coming down and the world is drastically changing. In the Army, Jack
Reacher's life-long home, change is not good. It's an enemy to be defeated by any means
necessary. Reacher is a man who has dedicated his life to doing the right thing, to protecting the
Army. Now he's faced with an awful task: he must protect the Army from itself.In seven previous
Jack Reacher novels, we've come to know him as a loner, a man who cannot and will not end his
chosen life of wandering isolation. In "The Enemy" we meet a younger Reacher, not yet hardened
by the choices this case will force upon him. This Reacher is just a bit warmer, just a bit more
accessible, with an easier sense of humor.When he's inexplicably transferred from Panama to Fort
Bird, North Carolina, Reacher doesn't think much of it - hey, it's the Army - but he soon discovers
that this is no ordinary assignment. A heart attack victim at the local no-tell motel is a two-star
general. The general's wife is found murdered. Reacher's commanding officer is replaced,
suspiciously, by a vicious idiot who wants nothing more than to make Reacher the fall guy for the
entire mess. And in Paris, Reacher's mother is very, very ill.
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