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GPS For Dummies

Need directions? Are you good at getting lost? Then GPS is just the technology youâ€™ve dreamed
of, and GPS For Dummies is what you need to help you make the most of it. If you have a GPS unit
or plan to buy one, GPS For Dummies, 2nd Edition helps you compare GPS technologies, units,
and uses. Youâ€™ll find out how to create and use digital maps and learn about waypoints, tracks,
coordinate systems, and other key point to using GPS technology. Get more from your GPS device
by learning to use Web-hosted mapping services and even how to turn your cell phone or PDA into
a GPS receiver. Youâ€™ll also discover: Up-to-date information on the capabilities of popular
handheld and automotive Global Positioning Systems How to read a map and how to get more from
the free maps available online The capabilities and limitations of GPS technology, and how satellites
and radio systems make GPS work How to interface your GPS receiver with your computer and
what digital mapping software can offer Why a cell phone with GPS capability isnâ€™t the same as
a GPS unit What can affect your GPS reading and how accurate it will be How to use Street Atlas
USA, TopoFusion, Google Earth, and other tools Fun things to do with GPS, such as exploring
topographical maps, aerial imagery, and the sport of geocaching Most GPS receivers do much
more than their owners realize. With GPS For Dummies, 2nd Edition in hand, youâ€™ll venture forth
with confidence!
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I bought this book because I had recently purchased a GPS and was frustrated by the techno speak

in the manual. I was looking for something to help me through the jargon.Only about 1/3 of the book
is specificallly about your GPS. A small section is about cartography and the rest deals with "digital
mapping" (more jargon for computer software dealing with maps). All of the information is at least
loosely tied to a GPS. There is no glossary section but the author does embed many clarifications of
technical terms that are helpful for dummies like me.The GPS sections are an improvement over my
manual but still only partially sucessful. Priorities in choosing and mastering a GPS are miniscule.
The cartography portion has information that is both interesting and helpful and does not bog the
reader down with irrelevant information. These two topics are discussed in the first seven
chapters.The book then turned to digital mapping and I almost gave up on the book. I had no
interest in mapping and I wasn't totally satisfied with the previous sections. Luckily I continued on.
The mapping chapters are almost exclusively about mapping software (and little utility programs that
help). The software information includes commercial, shareware and freeware programs. It
discusses programs for the beginner on up to some heady stuff. You may want to take up the
subject as a hobby even if you never were interested before. If I had the time I would be tempted to
just play with this stuff because it is so cool.If you buy the book, I would first just skim this "software"
portion of the book when you go through it the first time. I think there are 14 chapters. It is amazing
what is available but also sometimes redundant.
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