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Infanticide: Psychosocial And Legal
Perspectives On Mothers Who Kill

Maternal infanticide, or the murder of a child in its first year of life by its mother, elicits sorrow, anger,
horror, and outrage. But the perpetrator is often a victim, too.The editor of this revealing work asks
us to reach beyond rage, stretch the limits of compassion, and enter the minds of mothers who kill
their babies -- with the hope that advancing the knowledge base and stimulating inquiry in this
neglected area of maternal-infant research will save young lives. Written to help remedy today's
dearth of up-to-date, research-based literature, this unique volume brings together a
multidisciplinary group of 17 experts -- scholars, clinicians, researchers, clinical and forensic
psychiatrists, pediatric psychoanalysts, attorneys, and an epidemiologist -- who focus on the
psychiatric perspective of this tragic cause of infant death. This comprehensive, practical work is
organized into four parts for easy reference: - Part I presents historical and epidemiological data,
including a compelling discussion of the contrasting legal views of infanticide in the United States,
United Kingdom, and other Western countries, a review of the latest statistics on maternal
infanticide, and a discussion of the problems of underreporting and the lack of available
documentation. - Part II covers the psychiatric, psychological, cultural, and biological underpinnings
of infanticide, detailing how to identify, evaluate, and treat postpartum psychiatric disorders. The
authors explore clinical diagnosis, symptom recognition, risk factors, biological precipitants, and
alternative motives, such as cultural infanticide. Chapter 3, developed to assist the attorney or
mental health professional in understanding the implications of postpartum psychiatric illness as
they relate to infanticide, presents a sensitive and thorough inquiry into infanticidal ideation.- Part III
focuses on contemporary legislation, criminal defenses, and disparate treatment in U.S. law and
compares U.S. law with the U.K.'s model of probation and treatment. Chapter 8 is an especially
useful resource for the attorney or expert psychiatric witness preparing for an infanticide/neonaticide
case in the criminal court system.- Part IV discusses clinical experience with mothers as
perpetrators and countertransference in therapy, the range of mother-infant interactions (from
healthy to pathological), and methods of early intervention and prevention. This balanced
perspective on a highly emotional issue will find a wide audience among psychiatric and medical
professionals (child, clinical, and forensic psychiatrists and psychologists; social workers;
obstetricians/gynecologists and midwives; nurses; and pediatricians), legal professionals (judges,
attorneys, law students), public health professionals, and interested laypersons.
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Dr. Spinelli and her expert colleagues have compiled an invaluable, one-of-a-kind reference on
infanticide. This comprehensive and elegantly written text sheds much-needed light on this difficult
topic. This book also provides crucial insights into post-partum mental illness, and helps the reader
to better understand the plight of these women. The information is presented in a clear, thoughtful,
and sensitive manner. I highly recommend this important book to both medical and legal
professionals and lay persons alike. It is a must-read for any clinician who treats women of
child-bearing age, and any lawyer who handles cases involving women who are charged with
infanticide. It is through the kind of work presented in this book that we will come to better
recognize, evaluate, and assist women at risk, in order to prevent the tragedy of infanticide.

While it is not a bad text, it doesn't mention much of the research done on the topic of infanticide
that demonstrates that most of those who commit neonaticide are mentally competent. Read "Why
Mothers Kill" if you're looking for more psychologically sound text.
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