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No Easy Answers: The Truth Behind
Death At Columbine High School

Now with a new Afterword on what has happened since the book was first published On April 20,
1999, Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris, two seniors at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado,
walked into their school and shot to death twelve students and one teacher, and wounded many
others. It was the worst single act of murder at a school in U.S. history. Few people knew Dylan
Klebold or Eric Harris better than Brooks Brown. Brown and Klebold were best friends in grade
school, and years later, at Columbine, Brown was privy to some of Harris and Klebold's darkest
fantasies and most troubling revelations After the shootings, Brown was even accused by the police
of having been in on the massacreâ€”simply because he had been friends with the killers. Now, for
the first time, Brown, with journalist Rob Merritt, gets to tell his full version of the story. He describes
the warning signs that were missed or ignored, and the evidence that was kept hidden from the
public after the murders. He takes on those who say that rock music or video games caused
Klebold and Harris to kill their classmates and explores what it might have been that pushed these
two young men, from supposedly stable families, to harbor such violent and apocalyptic dreams.
Shocking as well as inspirational and insightful, No Easy Answers is an authentic wake-up call for all
the psychologists, authorities, parents, and law enforcement personnel who have attempted to
understand the murders at Columbine High School. As the title suggests, the book offers no easy
answers, but instead presents the unvarnished facts about growing up as an alienated teenager in
America today. This edition contains a new afterword that describes what the two authors have
experienced and learned about Columbine since the publication of the book.
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I'm a 46-year-old former high school teacher with no ties to Colorado or Columbine. I'm not a
Columbine junkie--haven't read any other books on the subject and didn't know any more about it
than any other American who watches and reads the news.I read this book in three sittings in less
than 24 hours. It's a compelling story written in plain, raw prose that makes no pretense to literary
merit. I'm perfectly willing to believe that this isn't "the last word" on the subject, that it looks at
things from only one perspective, and may even be somewhat self-serving.But so what? What we
need to reach understanding is direct, honest accounts from _different_ perspectives, and that's
what I found here. Obviously, the author (who was involved in, and scarred by, the event) has been
trying to work out his culpability, his feelings, and tell his story--genuinely searching for explanations
and meaning--and this book is the fruit of his effort. The person he describes himself to have been
will be familiar to most teachers, a part angry, part goofy punk who is both rebellious and thoughtful
and bright.He describes the toxic atmosphere of the school. Large high schools can be awful
places--he compares it socially to a prison yard, something I have no trouble believing.

This book is a must read, but I expect that most people in the Littleton community will be so
threatened by it, that not only will they not read it, but they will make it worth their while to condemn
it. I implore the Littleton community to read this book with an open mind and an open heart.I live in
the Littleton community and have for several years. My children have graduated from school and
have moved on with their lives. For those of you in the community who think that Brooks Brown is
out of line, perhaps he has touched a nerve in you that you would prefer to go untapped. If you find
yourself furious with Brown, it would behoove you to pull back and try to gain some insight as to why
you are reacting this way. What you find may surprise you. After all, anger stems from fear.What I
am about to say is shocking, but it is fact. A year after Columbine a 16 year old in the Littleton
community received a death threat while at school. The threat was from a classmate. The classmate
called the 16 year old's home. The parent's were told that their 16 year old would die that very day.
The kid's car would blow up ( it was parked on school grounds) and anyone within a 500 yard radius
would be killed. The Jefferson County Sheriff's Dept. was called. The kid con- fessed and was
booked with a Class 6 felony. There was no bomb. However, the lack of concern on the part of the
police was disturbing. They refused to search the boy's home, even though the boy was known to
brag about knowing how to make pipe bombs. The Jeffco authorities were also informed that the kid

had brought a knife to school several times. Two months later, the 16 year old received another
threat.
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